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INTRODUCTION

et B R e e

Pt. Nathuram Premi’s name is quite familiar to the student
of Hindi literature, and the Orientalist knows him as the
General Editor of the Manikachandra D. Jaina Granthamald
which has issued some forty volumes containing unpublished
Jaina works in Prakrit and Sanskrit and in which are lately
published the magnificent volumes of Nyiyakumudacandra
of Prabhiacandra edited by Pt. Mahendrakumar and the
Mahépurana of Puspadanta edited by Dr. P. L. Vaidya.

It was at the close of the last century that Oriental Scholars
got access to the Jaina Bhandaras, Due to the efforts of some
provineial Governments many Jaina Mss. were brought to light:
some of them were welcomed by European Universities that
were taking keen interest in Indological studies, nnd many
others were collected and catalogued 1n India by experts. So far
as Western India is conceined, the Reports prepared by
Bhandarkar, Peterson and others contained such a rich harvest
of new materia] that many scholars came to be interested in the
study of Jaina literature and chronolog,” as a part of Indian
hterature and mstory, Complaints were already being made
against Indian literature in general that it was wanting in
historical facts about the authors and their dates; but the details
about many Jaina authors and their contemporaries and
predecessors brought to light by Bihler, Dhandarkar, Peterson
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ete. from literary sources and by Rice, Narasimhachar and
others from epigraphic sources were not only relisble but
proved also to be valuable landmarks in Indian history and
literature. The various details about Jaina Nydya literature
discussed by Pathak and Vidyabhushan evoked mu ch interest,
and for years together therr conclusions held the ground. °

Among the elderly Jaina scholars who were specially attracted
by the results of Bhandarkar, Peterson, Pathak, Vidyabhushan
etc., the names of Dalal, Jinavilayaji, Jugalkishore and Premi
stand foremost; and their studies have been a source of inspira-
tion to many Jaia scholars of the younger generation. With a
remarkable forethought they realized the importance of Jaina
collections of Mss,, visited them, took down notes and their
Pragastis and kept themeselves busy in bringing to hght impor-
tant facts about Jaina authors and theiwr compositions, Unluckily
Dalal died a premature death; but that which stands against
his name bears eloquent testimony to his earnest scholarship.
The remaining three scholars are still anudst us and are
contipuing thewr studies in Indian literature in general and
Jawna literature in particular,

Pt. Premin wrote 2 number of monographs on various Jainz
authors, and bis Vidvadratnamala ( Bombay 1912 ) contained
six essays on Jinasena-Gunabhadra, Aé$adhara, Amitapati,
Vadiraja, Mallisena and Samantabhadra. During subsequent
years his desire to collect information about dif{erent Jaina
authors and their works went on increasing, with the result
that he contributed many papers to his Jaina Hitaishi with which
later on Pt. Jugalkishore also came to be associated. Some of
the Introductions of the volumes of Manikachandra D. Jaina
Granthamala show that hoth of them were bringing to light a
large mass of {acts. Pt. Premi’s essay on the Jaina Hindi
Laterature ( Juna Hitaishi vols. XIL pp. 541-568, XIII. pp-
10-35 ), presented to the seventh session of the Hindi Bahitya
Samnmelana, Jubbalpore, clearly shows how studiously he must
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have worked in different Bhapdiras to collect historical and
chronolegical data.

Thouagh he was required to spend a bury life as the Proprietor
of the Hindi Grantha Ratnikara, Bombay, the burden of the
rcsponsibility of which he has got sufficiently lightened now due
to his old age, indifferent health and some arrangements of
management, his yearning for research still continues
unabated; and his note-books have gone on swelling for °
the last many years. He is a real scholar with whom the
search for truth weighs above everything; and he never hesita-
tes to set nside his personal predilections in the light of newly
discovered facts. Thus he is a scholar and a sport; and a new
fact, a novel interpretation or a fresh approach to the problem iz
always welcomed by him. Being a scholar of progressive minds
Premuji often thought that he shonld revise some of his earlier
papers in the hight of new facts and place before the scholars the
unpublished material that was lying with him. That is how the
desire of our veteran scholar materialised in presenting the first
edition of this book; and it gives me great joy to Introduce this
volume, appaiently a second edition, to students of Indian
literature 1n general and Jaina literature in particular.

The title of the book, Jainn Sahitya aura Itihdsa, plainly iudi-
cates that the topics discussed here fall into two broad divisions:
those dealing with problems eonnected with Jaina hterature and
others dealing with socio-historical topics relating to Jainism.

Yapaniya Samgha was one of the Iinportant schism in Jainism,
and in sowe of the early inscriptions it is mentioned along with
Digambara and Svetambara Sarmghas. Pt. Premi’s discussion
about the Yapaniya literature (pp. 56-73, 559 etc,) iz full of
suggestions which need further investigation. In his essay on
the Caityavdsa and Vanaviasa ( pp. 478-95 ), he has laid under
obligation both the Digammbara and Svetambara ascetic Sanghas.
His note on the Kircakas ( p. 559 etc.) opens a fresh line
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of investigation. In his discussion about the Jaina holy places
(pp. 422-51), the literary evidence has been subjected to critical
serutiny, and a good desl of side-light is thrown on their history.
Jaina monks toured from place to place excepting in the rainy
season; and some interesting records of their journey have come
down to us. Pt. Premiji has presented to us a critical study of the
Jaina holy places in the South (pp. 452-67) described by
Silavijaya m Lis Tirthamala (Samvat 1740). It isa record of
great topographical mterest Somewhat conmected with the
boly pluces 15 another paper (pp.468-77) mn which Premiji
looks historically at the quarrels raged in the Jaina community
about the ownership of holy places. This article should be an
eye-opener to those who are wasting their energy and money
on endless litigation.

Turning to the literary papers, some of them are mainly devo-
ted to the study of various authors; and naturally their works
are enumerated, their dates are discussed, and references to
them are put together from various sources Ievapandi and
Sakatdyana (pp. 22-55, 177-47) are eminent graminarians whose
treatizses on Sanskrit grammar, with therr diflerent commenta-
ries, have come down to us Asadhara and \initavat: (pp. 275~
85, 342-38) were versatile writers whose works lhave a great
didactic value Tt Prenun’s essay on Aéadhari 1s packed with
information; and A$adhara mmpresses us as an ontstanding
personality of lus age  Hastimalla and Vadicandra (pp 36470,
383-83) were playwnghts whose Sanskrit dramas and other
works Lave come to light. Jinasena 1 (pp. 1.4-26), Virasena,
Jinasena II and Gunabhadra (pp 127-53£) and Cdinupdaraya
(pp. 266~74) and ks contemporaries have left a great stamp on
subsequent Jaina works  The Purdnas composed by Jinasena
and Gupabhadra have served as a model to many other authors.
The great works that some of them produced and the royal
patronage that they enjoyed have marked out a definite perrod
for them in the cultural history of Jainism. Hariécandra ( pp.
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303-8), Vadibhasitha (pp, 320-25) Dhanatitjaya ( pp. 109-12)
Vadirdja (pp. 291-302) and Mahssena (pp. 411-12) were worthy
masters ef Sanskrit language; and some of their works possess
great literary merit. Amrtacandra (pp. 3053-13) and Padma-
prabha (pp. 409-8) were remarkable spiritual poets, and their
commentaries are a mode) of facile Sanskrit expression. Sruta-
sagara (pp. 371-77) was mainly a commentator and Sricandra
{ pp. 287-90) an annotator. Prabhicandra was voluminous -
writer (pp247-00), but his fame, like that of Anantakirti
{ pp. 404 ) rests on his Nyaya treatises Mallisepa ( pp. 314-9)
was a poet, but his unique contributions are some Jaina
Tantric and ntualistic texts that strike almost a new
path in Jaina literature. Sribhtisana ( pp. 389-94 ), Padma-
sundara and Rayamalla (pp. 395-403 ), thouzh of later age,
were voluwinous authors. Subhacandra (pp. 376-84) 15 one
of the latest authors that composed works, both in Sanskrit
and Prakrit, on different topics. In his essays on Puspadanta,
Svayambhi and Tribhuvana Svayambha (pp. 225-53, 196-220)
Pt. Mreman has presented in a systematic form the great inass
of material abont these three lnminaries of Apabhraméa litera-
ture whose hounds are being widened Dy new works that are
comung to light mn plenty, n different Juna Bhandaras Ife has
been one of the pioneer workers m the lield of Apabhramsa
literature, and lie has Justly rescued the personality o Catur-
mukha from confusion (pp. 196G ft ). It isin the Jatness of
things that an ewmment Hindi scholar like Premuji, with his
¢lose acquamtance with different phases of old-Hindi seen 1n
Jamna works of successive centuries, should be attracted to the
study of Apabhramga authors like Puspadanta; and what be
has achieved as a pioneer should be a point ot legitimate pride
to any scholar. e has distingmshed three Dhanapalas (pp.
408-11) and four Vagbhatas ( pp. 326-31); and added short
notes on Mighanandi Jayakirti, Drahmasiri, Ratnasimha,
Vadurage, Somadeva snd Parévaniga, ( pp. 408 ete. ).
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Besides, Pt. Premiji has presented his stufiy of d1fferet;;:
Jaina works, both in Prikrit and Sanskrit, putting togetHETT;;e
the available information about their authors aﬂ_d _dﬂteS- o
Lokavibhaga, Tiloyapamnatt: (pp. 1-22) §nd JﬁmbUdWapﬂEl@fll]

( pp. 256-65) are old Jaina texts dealing with c?smn%rmp :;
The uotes on the commentaries of the Bhagavati K!:adhan

( pp. 74-86 ) are important, and after Pt. Premi wrote this paper
first 1w the Anckanta, their value was recognised and some of
them were subsequently prmted too. The note on the Nayacakra
(pp 165-1.5) gives zood many details about Devasena and his
other compositions, His study of Nitivakyamrta ( pp. 577-95),
# work on Polity, shows how Pt. Premi approaches the texts
from a wider and eritical point of view. Hix comparative study
of the Paumacariya and Padmacanta (pp 87-103) and the
Jidnargava of Subhacandre and YoraSdstra of Hemacandra
(pp 333-41) is still a fruitful hne of exhaustive study which
needs further investigntion from different pownts of view. Iis
Paper on the Sabhdsya Tattvirtha of Umdsvitt is not only
Inportant but alsa full of sugwestions ( pp. 51947 ); s also lus
discu~tons about Vattakeri’s Maldeira and the authorship of
the Ratnakarndaka, Important details are oiven abont fexts
like the Kathakn$a of Harizena (pp. 220-24), Jinadatakatika
(hv 300-3022), Nenucarsta (pp 370-03) and Jyotihprabhakalyina
(b 390, and eewal attention is drawn to the works of Sumati,
Vamranandi, Mahdsena and Prabhafijann which have not been
diseovered n. yet (pp. 418-21). Pt Premiji, with his wsual
progressive views, hag written n few notes on some reneral
topics connected with Jamom and Jaing community (p. 496 ete.)

It 1< hevond the <cope ol a short Introduction to give more
details than these: hut what T have briefly reviewed wonld
comvinee any one that It Premi)i has covered a vast field of
Juna tersture 1n ths volwe which should serve hereafter as
2 fine supplement to Winternits's treatment of Jaina Literature
in lus History of Indian Literature Vol IT ( Caleutta 1933).
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It is merely an accident of salection that Pt. Premi confines
himself to Jana literature, but his outlook is always wide. In his.
study of Nitivakyamrta of Somadeva he has compared it with
the ArthaS3stra. With him Jaina authors and texts do not stand
isolated, but he 1s convinced of the need of studying them
against the back-ground of Indian literature and history. In his
discussions about Jinasena I, Jinasena IT, Sikatiyana, Aéddhara,
Somadeva and Prabhicandrn, he takes into account their royal
coptemporaries and the then period of Indian history to the
knowledge of which also he contributes new facts sometimes
modifylng and sometimes confirming the known details. He
always uses earlier material whenever it is available and within
his reach. Some of these articles are revised upto date, and as
such, this volume has become a minc of information for the stu-
dents of Jaina literature Differences of opinion held by others
do not detract the value of facts that are so studiously
collected liere.

By bis eatholic outlook, readiness to correct himself, unbiased
approch and balanced judzement, Pt. Premi 1s 2 model research
scholar who is more after facts than mere ingenuity of interpreta-
tion and argnment. Premiji never entered the portals ot any
College, nor did he get the advantage of studying in any Univer-
sity- he 1s, however, a self-made scholar who has taught himself,
all through his career, by modest devotion to study and rigorous
habits of worlk.

The quality of his work gives him a respectable place with
our eminent scholars like Bhagawanlal Indraji and Ganrishankar
Ojha. The Hindi language too should consider 1tself richer by
this valuable work which contnins solid facts of abiding interest
and results of patient labour. It. Premmni has earned our grati-
tude by this publication.

This second edition of the ' Jaina Sahityn aura Itihdsa ’ is not
merely a reprint of the first one. Ifour fresh papers are added
here Some of the articles are practically rewritten: unnecessary



12

details are cartailed, and some sections are entirely revised.
A litdde retouching here and there is seen almost in every article.
The order of essays is changed in this edition: those dealing
with literary topics are brought mainly at the beginning; the
titles of some of them are made more apt; and honorific appen-
dages like Siri, Acirya ete. are generally avoided. Pt. Premiji
is past 79 now, his health 1s pot zood; his eyesight is very much
imparred: still he could do all this singlehanded only shows that
he 15 a scholar by birth. I pray for a long and healthy life to

him that he nught turther enrich the field of Indian studies by
his coontributions,

Kollapur, } A. N. UPADHYE

1st. Sept. 26
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